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Meaning of ‘Religious’ 

Diversity 

• Identities/labels of ethnic group  

- by group and others 

- Racialisation 

=  ‘ethno-religious’ 

- Praxis or public performance 

- Institutional adaptation/accommodation 

 



Three Modes of Secularism 

• Liberal Secularism 

 

• Republican Secularism (Laicite) 

 

• Accommodative/Moderate Secularism  

 



Moderate Secularism 

1. Mutual autonomy, not mutual exclusion 

or one-sided control 

2. Religion is a public good and not just a 

private good 

3. The Church (ie. the organiser of this 

public good) belongs to the 

people/country, not just to its individual 

members 

 



Moderate Secularism (cont) 

4. It is legitimate for the state to be involved 

in bringing out the public good element 

of organised religion (and not just 

protecting the public good from the 

dangers that organised religion can pose) 

5. This must be done within liberal 

democratic constitutionalism. 

 



Neutrality? 

• Impossibility of contentlessness 

• Importance of Liberal Democratic 

Constitutionalism (LDC) 

- And of going beyond LDC 

- Even of ‘privileging’ as long as done in a 

‘multiplex’ way 

• Additive inclusivity: equalising upwards 



Negotiating ‘Privileging’ 

i) Religion relative to non-religion 

ii) Religion relative to no-religion 

iii) One religion relative to another 



Alienation of Muslims? 

Moderate Secularism is part of the problem 

not part of the solution (and Muslims are 

much better off in India) (Bhargava) 

Specifically: Moderate Secularism is 

alienating Muslims (Bhargava, Laborde) 

 



Religious Education:  

3 Principles 

i) Schools should promote cross-cultural 

understanding and nurture inclusivity so all can 

develop a common sense of belonging 

ii) The presence of minority identities should be 

accommodated on an additive not a subtractive 

basis 

iii) The needs of minorities should not simply be 

understood in terms of majority preferences 



Religious Education 

• Compulsory Religious Education in all 

schools 

• Optional Religious Instruction for 

whoever wants it, even if the majority 

(eg. Christians, eg. Atheists) don’t want it 

for themselves 

= both are necessary and mutually 

balancing aspects of multiculturalism. 

 



State Support for Religion in 

Flanders 
• Franken, L., & Loobuyck, P. (2012) 

• Franken, L. (2017c) 

Very positive: recognition of 7 ‘worldviews’ with 

state funding, esp re faith schools, religious 

education in public schools; prisons, hospitals, 

military; up to 6 days off at school. 

Not so good: ‘institutional assimilationism’; 

Overwhelmingly to Catholic Church. 

Banning of ‘ostentatious dress’ at school. 



Theoretical Differences 

• Franken and Loobuyck: autonomy 

qualified by neutrality. 

• Me: Identity, recognition and distinctive ethno-

religious needs; 

• Equality, inclusion, national belonging; 

• Public/national good; 

- qualified by liberal democratic 

constitutionalism. 

 



Religious Schools in Flanders 
• 75% students at secondary and 62% at 

primary, in state-funded schools, 99% of which 

are Catholic  

• Catholic Dialogue School: ‘Christians may 

become better Christians, because more self-

reflexive Christians; in the same way as 

Muslims may become better Muslims, and 

atheists better atheists’ (Lieven Boeve) 

• Do the conditions and teachers for such a 

multilogue exist? 

• Segregation and the public good. 



Religious Education in 
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• Compulsory Religious Education in all 
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• Optional Religious Instruction for 

whoever wants it, even if the majority 
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